Hilltop News

DIMBOOLA MEMORIAL SECONDARY COLLEGE
11th February 2022

Dimboola Memorial Secondary College would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the Wimmera Mallee area: The
Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and Jupagalk peoples, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

Phone: 53891460

www.dmsc.vic.edu.au

Upcoming Events and Dates
- Year 12 VCE English lecture
11th Feb
- DMSC Swimming
22nd Feb
23-25th Feb - Year 7-8 Camp
- Year 7 Parent BBQ
28th Feb
- Little Desert Swimming
1st Mar
14th Mar - Labour Day Holiday
18th Mar - Year 7-10 Flourish & Man Cave
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A message from our Principal
A positive start
We have been fortunate this week not to have experienced too much disruption to most of our classes due to Covid19. Thank you to the students and staff who continue to wear masks indoors and use the Rapid Antigen Tests twice
each week. The second RAT kit has been sent home with students today and I encourage all parents and carers to
check their emails daily regarding any positive cases of Covid -19 within our school community.
A reminder that students travelling on buses are required to wear their masks.
School Council Elections for 2022
Nominations are open for parent and student representatives on our School Council. Details regarding the election
process can be found later in the newsletter. Nomination forms are available from the school office and if you have
any questions regarding the role of a school councillor, please contact me at school.
Year 7 and 8 Camps
We have decided to proceed with plans for these two camps and parents have been
provided with details regarding the itinerary and costs. Students are looking forward
to visiting Ocean Grove and Camp Cooriemungle in a couple of weeks.
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund

This fund offers financial assistance to eligible families to enable their child to attend all extra-curricular
activities. Please refer to the information sheet at the end of the newsletter.
Vaccinations for students
We have received news that the Wimmera Health Care Group is holding a Covid-19 vaccination clinic in the VRI hall
in Dimboola next Monday 14th February. Bookings are essential by phoning 53623423 and pressing Option 2. A letter
from the Department of Education and Training has been included in this newsletter to explain the importance of
students aged 16 to 17 years getting a third dose of the Covid-19 vaccination. I encourage you to read this
information.
Sally Klinge
Principal

Year 7 STEAM
During the week the Year 7 students have been learning about the fundamentals of
collaborative learning while focusing on some problemsolving projects including mini catapults, drinking straw
building, and self-propelled cars.
Mr Mattschoss

Year 12 Media
As part of the SAT, students will be required to discuss and
experiment with different technologies and software. The Year 12
students were given an opportunity to record footage and video
with a drone last Friday. The experience has provided a whole new
perspective for the students when considering the possibilities for
their SAT projects.
Mr Mattschoss

Psychology
This week the year 12s relived their kindergarten years when creating neurons out of playdough. This was part of
their introduction to learning how the nervous system enables psychological functioning.
While the year 11s learnt about some unethical experiments, and the history of brain research as part of learning
how the brain functions.
Ms Ball

Introducing Mr Jacks

Hi, my name is Mr. Jacks and I teach Year 8/9 History, 9 Humanities, 10
English, 12 VCAL, and, hopefully, teaching guitar to those who are interested.
I am also the Year 9 form teacher.
I was born and raised in the northwest of Melbourne and did my degree at
La Trobe University in Bundoora. My hobbies include playing guitar and
writing music, reading books particularly books on history, watching history
documentaries, exercising and playing video games.
My favourite food is chocolate and back in Melbourne I do have a pet. I have
a 4 year old Jack Russell named Rosie.

Hands on Learning

During the junior food elective on Monday students made hamburgers and chips. Chives, chilli, sage, thyme, oregano and
our delicious tomatoes, all from our garden were used to make the hamburgers.
How fantastic is the ability to use produce from our gardens!
Happy, Healthy Humans
Donna Baldock

DMSC’S TUTOR PROGRAM 2022
The Tutor Learning Initiative is again running in 2022. It is designed to support
students whose learning has been disrupted as a result of the coronavirus (COVID19) pandemic. At DMSC we want as many students as possible to have access to
extra assistance in the classroom. Tutors work with students in the classroom to
help assist them with their assessment tasks.
If your child is selected to participate in this program throughout the year, a
permission form will be sent home.
If you have any questions or queries about this program, please ring the school.

S.M.A.R.T SESSIONS
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS
3.20 – 4.30
SMART sessions are held after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Library. This
is an opportunity for all students to complete classwork and homework under the
supervision of a teacher.

Supportive Motivating

After School Run by

Teachers

Snacks are provided.
If you have any questions, please ring the office or speak to Mrs Charlotte Pyers.

PARENT PAYMENTS 2022
At the end of last year, your child took home information about parent payments at Dimboola Memorial
Secondary College. Contained in this handout was information about the school’s voluntary financial
contributions for 2022. This information is also available on our website.
Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we want to assure
you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families ensures that our
school can offer the best possible education and support for our students.
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see the one-page overview in this
newsletter.

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY
FREE INSTRUCTION

•

Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all items,
activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements in
Victorian Curriculum F-10, VCE and VCAL.

•

Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:
Curriculum Contributions
Voluntary financial
contributions for curriculum
items and activities which the
school deems necessary for
students to learn the
Curriculum.

•

Other
Contributions
Voluntary financial
contributions for noncurriculum items and activities
that relate to the school’s
functions and objectives.

Extra-Curricular Items and
Activities
Items and activities that
enhance or broaden the
schooling experience of
students and are above and
beyond what the school
provides for free to deliver the
Curriculum. These are provided
on a user-pays basis.

Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own (e.g.
textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

•

Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for items or
activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

•

Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a confidential
discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

•

Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and publish all
requests and communications for each year level on their school website for transparency.

Dear Parents and Carers
The return to face-to-face learning has been a fantastic milestone for children, families, and schools,
across Victoria.
The Department of Education and Training has worked closely with the Department of Health to ensure
our schools are as safe as they can be.
This includes improving classroom ventilation with air-purifiers and supporting vital COVIDSafe steps,
including the use of regular rapid antigen testing, mask wearing and physical distancing.
Thank you to parents and carers for supporting your children with these steps – they are not always
easy, but are essential to help keep our schools safe and open, and to avoid the disruptions of home
learning.
Helping your child to get vaccinated is one of the most important steps we can all take to give children
and young people direct protection against COVID-19.
Thanks to the hard work of school communities and families, almost 97% of all 12- to 18-year-olds have
now had their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and more than 95% have received their second dose.
This is a phenomenal rate of protection for our older students, who couldn’t have done it without the
support of their families.
COVID-19 third-dose vaccinations are now available for 16 and 17-year-olds who had their second dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine 3 or more months ago. We encourage students 16 and older to get their third
vaccination, if they haven’t already done so.
A third dose will help maintain their protection against COVID-19, ensuring that we can help slow the
spread of COVID-19, so your child can spend more time in school with their teachers and friends at this
important part of their schooling life.

Consent

Your child has also been provided with a letter about receiving their COVID-19 third dose.
Many secondary school aged young people may provide their own consent, if deemed to be a mature
minor by a senior and experienced immuniser. That means a health professional assesses whether
someone in this age group understands the information relevant to the decision to be vaccinated and
the effect of that decision. Where this is not possible, consent can be provided by a parent/guardian
attending the appointment, providing consent over the phone or via a pre-signed consent form.

Where to get a third dose

There are lots of convenient options to access vaccinations. These include state-wide vaccination hubs,
your local GP or pharmacy.
You can book your appointment in a few different ways, including:
•
•
•
•

online: coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
by phone: 1800 675 398 (Coronavirus Hotline)
In person: talk to your local pharmacy, doctor, or attend a state-wide vaccination hub.
using the COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder - COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder | Australian Government
Department of Health

Need help?

Call the Coronavirus Hotline 1800 675 398: booking or vaccination questions
Need a translation? Refer to the Information about COVID-19 vaccines in languages other than English

Extra support for children with disability or special requirements
Young people aged 16 to 17 years who are severely immunocompromised and have received a third
dose of COVID-19 vaccine should also receive a booster dose (4th dose) of the Pfizer vaccine when they
become eligible from three months after receiving their third dose.
Disability Liaison Officers and dedicated vaccination centres (pop-up clinics) are available to for parents
and carers who need help for their child to get vaccinated.
For more information, refer to the Vaccine information for people with a disability or special
requirements.
Thank you again for your support in ensuring young people and our schools are as safe as possible.
Yours sincerely
Stephen Fraser
Deputy Secretary
School Education Programs and Support
8 February 2022

If you or someone you know is interested in a role at the pools next season, please contact Garry Salt, Hindmarsh Shire
Council Coordinator Facilities and Environment on 03 5391 4444, or Jason Sheard, YMCA Victoria Area Manager, on
0432 344 522 or email jason.sheard@ymca.org.au. For more information about jobs at YMCA, you can visit their
website at www.victoria.ymca.org.au/staff-and-volunteers/career.

HOMEWORK: Week 3 Term 1: 14th - 18th February
Year 7D

Work

Due date/s

Science

Science Safety Poster

14th of Feb

STEAM

Space Mission Research Presentation

17th of Feb

Year 8D

Work

Due date/s

English

Reading Challenge

Maths

Squizya 1.2

Monday 14th Feb

Humanities

Vikings Title Page

Monday 14th Feb

Year 10D 2022

Work

Due dates

Science

Skin sensitivity prac - write up (7 questions)
The five senses PowerPoint (OVERDUE)

Monday 14th Feb
ASAP

Biology Unit 1

Edrolo 2C - video and questions
Cell organelle summary table
Organelle modelling activity - worksheet

Tuesday 15th Feb

Biology Unit 3

Edrolo 2B and 2F - video and questions
Biozone worksheets
Nucleic Acid model
A3 Summary - Nucleic Acids and Proteins
Ten Minute Terror

Wednesday 16th Feb

Media Unit 3

Activities 7.7, 7.9, 7.10, and 7.11
Script Draft (1)

Friday 18th of Feb
Friday 18th of Feb

Psychology Unit 1

Learning Activity 3.9 & 3.10 (question 6)

Mon 14th Feb

Psychology Unit 3

Edrolo questions

Mon 14th Feb

Senior Subjects 2022

PE Unit 2
PE Unit 3

Homework booklet questions
Edrolo: Measuring Physical Activity
Peak Performance questions

Mon 14th Feb
Fri 18th Feb

English Unit 3

Rear Window WBQ Part 2
Creative Piece DRAFT due

14th February
15th February

History Unit 3

Chapter 4 notes
Edrolo videos

16th February

Legal Studies

Edrolo videos (1E, 1F & 1G)

18th February

2022 Fire Season
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving
life. Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code
Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. Where
possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and SMS
message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm
the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide
you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This
is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to
note that:
•
•
•

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.
As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children. For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the
Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night
before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as
fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, and reprioritised any maintenance works
that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
What can parents do?
•
•

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements
in the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with
us by reading our newsletters and by checking our website. http://www.dmsc.vic.edu.au/ or Facebook
page.
If you have any further concerns, please contact either Sally Klinge (Principal) or Charlotte Pyers
(Assistant Principal) at the college. 5389 1460

•
•
•

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education
and Training website
– see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:
• https://emergency.vic.gov.au
• Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)
• Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)
• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

