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A message from our Principal

It is hard to believe that this Student
week isRethe half-way mark for Term 1. Students in Years 11 and 12 will receive their
progress reports today and I encourage all students to reflect on their efforts thus far and make a genuine effort to
sprint to the finish line for the next four weeks prior to Term 1 reports being completed.
Year 7 Families BBQ
On Monday evening, we were finally able to welcome our new Year 7 families to the
school with a BBQ tea. This was held in the Health and Fitness Centre due to the stormy
weather. Staff enjoyed the opportunity to meet and greet many new faces to our
school. Thank you to Deb King, who prepared the salads for the evening in her first day
on the job and to Miss Fell, the Year 7 Coordinator for her organisation of the evening.
The 2021 Deb Ball in 2022
Monday night saw the first of the renewed practice sessions for the Deb Ball from last year, which has been
postponed until March 25 due to ongoing Covid restrictions. Students were surprised at their ability to remember
the dance moves that had not been practised for almost 12 months. We look forward to the polished performance
on the night.
Year 7 and 8 Camps
Staff and students alike reported that they had great fun and terrific food on the Year 7 and 8 camps last week. Many
thanks to Miss Fell, Donna Baldock, Mr Corbett, Mr Hobbs, Mr Mattschoss and Miss Blair for their willingness to
accompany the students on camp. A full report and photos of the camps can be found later in the newsletter.
Little Desert Swimming
On Tuesday, DMSC had twenty-five students representing the school at the Little Desert Carnival
held at the Horsham Aquatic Centre. Congratulations to all students on their efforts, as we had a
number of blue-ribbon finishes on the day. Of particular note, Indy Ward and Will Thomson were
the Little Desert Champions in their respective age groups. We now have twelve students who are
eligible to go on to the next level of competition on March 18.
Attendance
Thank you to the families who have contacted the school to inform us of any positive Covid test results and to those
who have refrained from attending on site if they have flu or cold-like symptoms. Remember that going to school
every day, when you are well, is the single most important part of your teenager’s education – every day counts!
Sally Klinge
Principal

Introducing Debbie King
Hi, my name is Debbie King, and I have just taken over running the canteen
from Helen, but most would already know me as I have been helping out here
for the last ten years, and always look forward to seeing students and staff
each day.
Away from the canteen, I enjoy paper crafts such as making birthday cards,
cooking and spending time with my friends in a CWA group in Horsham and
at craft retreats.
The only pets we have are a couple of friendly stray cats that have made
themselves at home at our place, and I am married to Simon and have a son,
Andrew.

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 2022
For ALL families wishing to access the conveyance allowance for 2022.
To be eligible a student must:
− A Victorian resident
− School aged and enrolled (3) three or more days per week at a school, and
− Attend their closest government or non-government school/campus,
appropriate to their year level, at which admission is permissible, and is located
outside the Melbourne metropolitan conveyance boundary
− Reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that
school/campus attended
If approved the allowance payable is based on the one-way distance to make the journey to and from school.
If you feel you are eligible, please contact the office to receive an application form before Friday 11th March, 2022.
For families who have already received a conveyance allowance in the past you WILL NOT have to re-apply for 2022
if your details are the same as last year.
For more information or to collect an application form please contact the School Office.

Notice

The canteen will be closed on
Wednesdays as of

March 2

Little Desert Swimming Carnival
On Tuesday students travelled to Horsham to participate in the Little Desert and
Black Ranges Swimming Carnival. It was a great day despite the spitting rain, with
students competing against other schools from across the region. We had some
great swimming which has resulted in 12 students progressing to the next level.
Thank you to staff and parents who assisted with students on the day and
supporting our students. Congratulations to Indy Ward and Will Thomson who were
awarded age group champions for the day.
Best of luck to the following students who have progresses to the Greater Western
Region Swimming in Horsham on Friday
the 18/03.
• Indy Ward
• Emily Taylor
• Lucy Baker
• Marcel Badua
• Connor O’Dwyer
• Tilli Menzel
• Will Thomson
• Patrick Lindsey
• 12/13 Boys Relay – Reef Ward, Max Spokes, Eli Badua, Flynn Hutson
- Ms Marra
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VCAL STUDENTS Week 5

PANCAKE TUESDAY
Students cooked over 200
pancakes for the students and staff
on Tuesday morning to enjoy at
recess.

The students had many frying pans on the stoves at once. The pancakes were
served with a variety of toppings, including jam & whipped cream, maple syrup,
lemon & sugar.
The students were organised and worked as a team to have the pancakes ready for all to enjoy at recess. Well done
to everyone. Mrs Simpson & Mr Werner.

Year 8 Camp – Ocean Grove
Last Wednesday, the Year 8s set out for camp at 8am in the morning. After an on-time get away,
we headed for Bounce (Trampoline park) in Geelong. Six minutes into our 2 hour session and
half the students were sitting down and gasping for their next breath of oxygen. It was a warm
day and very physically exhausting exercise. The activities at Bounce included a Ninja Warrior
course, Dodgeball trampoline area, Rock climbing, Trampoline pit and a
Basketball trampoline area.
On Thursday, we went surfing and despite all of the seaweed, everyone
enjoyed the experience. The conditions were tough but despite this some
students were able to stand up and surf a wave!
During free time at the Holiday Park, students participated in many activities including a jumping
pillow, tennis, basketball, games room and relaxing in their Villas.
On our way home on Friday, we called past a lookout in Ocean Grove and at Bells Beach. We
then called in to the Outlet stores in Torquay to find some bargains.
Jandamurra – “I enjoyed the basketball court at the Holiday Park!”
Evie – “Shopping with Miss Blair was fun!”
Maya – “I won a frozen doll named Christoph from a claw machine!”
Lillian – “Camp was so fun and exhausting that I feel asleep on the bus on the way
home multiple times!”

Year 7 Camp- Are we there yet?!?!
Bright and early on Wednesday 23rd February the Year 7s started their journey to Camp Cooriemungle. We had a pit
stop at Lake Bolac for lunch and to stretch our legs. Camp is a fantastic place to make memories, friends and to
challenge yourself. On arrival we were greeted by a friendly dog called Buddy. Buddy was a great companion to
students.
From here on in the action started, we unpacked, got into our swimming gear and ventured down to the lake to go
canoeing. There was so much laughter, splashing and learning to work with others to complete a task of balancing
all canoes as one. The day ended with a BBQ tea and salad. The food was amazing!
We forgot to mention the giant swing on Wednesday. Students and staff were challenged and many overcame fears.
The encouragement from students was great to hear.
Thursday was the busiest day, firstly we went to Gorges Chocolates and Alpaca farm. Students made chocolate pizzas
and enjoyed a talk, pat and feed with the Alpacas. We had lunch at Port Campbell, then followed the 12 Apostles
road. Our guide took us to many locations and described how landforms were created and how we are losing some
of these landforms. Tea was so peaceful, we ate fish & chips or chicken nuggets & chips down by the sea at Port
Campbell. Thursday was finished off watching a movie and eating popcorn.
Friday was our day to pack up and head home. After packing up students tried archery and low ropes. On our way
home we visited Timboon’s Berry World Pick Your Own Strawberries. The strawberries were absolutely delicious.
Thank you to Camp Cooriemungle for a jammed packed camp with plenty of adventures for all to enjoy. Check out
the word cloud below Year 7 made to describe their time at camp, and some photos of our adventures.
Donna, Miss Fell and Mr Corbett

HOMEWORK: Week 6

Term 1: - 7th - 11th March

Year 7D

Work

Due date/s

STEAM

Data and Binary Worksheet

Tuesday 8th of March

English

The Outsiders Workbook Questions 2

Mon 7th March

Maths

Squizya 1.5

Mon 7th March

Science

Mixtures concept map (A4 section)

Wed 9th March

Humanities

Vikings Research Project

Mon 7th March

Maths

Squizya 1.5

Friday 11th

Humanities

Complete the Incident Work Form

Monday 7th March

Health and PE

Finish BiteBack booklet and online modules

March 9

Media

Advertising - Media product

Tuesday 15th of March

Lifeskills

Automotive “how to” procedure
Fried rice tasks

Wednesday 9th March

History

Be up to date and are currently working on Change and
Continuity

Wednesday 9th March

English

WBQs P2 and Extended Responses

Monday 7th March

Work Readiness

Draft of Children’s book

Monday 7th March

Year 8D

Year 9D

Year 8 and 9 Electives

Year 10D 2022

Senior Subjects 2022
Business Management

Edrolo Chapter 2ABCD
Summary booklet 2ABCD

Friday 11th March

Biology Unit 1

Diffusion and osmosis worksheet
Dialysis prac report
Egg prac report

Tuesday 8th March

Biology Unit 3

Edrolo 3A and 3B - Video and chapter questions
Key knowledge - Structure and regulation of biochemical
pathways - A3
Ten Minute Terrors - Enzymes
Week 5 worksheets

Monday 7th March

English Unit 1

Prepare cheat notes for Monday’s SAC
Begin The Dressmaker WB questions pt 2

Friday 25th March

Media Unit 1

A Few Good Men Film Pre - Analysis

Tuesday 8th of March

Math Methods
Unit 3

Chapter 4 assignment #1
Chapter 3 questions

Thursday 10th March

Media Unit 3

Activities 7.23, 7.24 and Case Study 7.1
Script Draft(2)

Friday 11th of March
Friday 11th of March

Psychology Unit 1

LA 3.20, Chapter 3 Summary, Hypothesis Example

Mon 7th March

Psychology Unit 3

SAC Revision

Mon 7th March

PE Unit 2

Textbook Questions pg. 282 Q1, 2, 3, 4, 5c, 6b, 7, 8
Revision for SAC

Mon 7th March

Food

PE Unit 3

Peak Performance Questions

Wed 16th March

Studio Art
English Unit 3

In Cold Blood WBQ2

Mon 14th March

History Unit 3

Chapter 7 notes
Edrolo videos x 2 ()
Source Analysis Task
Key Questions

Wednesday 9th March

Legal Studies

-

Friday 11th March

HHD 1

Finish Chapter 3 Booklet
Finish Edrolo Progress Check 4

March 9

HHD 3

Finish Chapter 4 Booklet
Finish Edrolo Progress Check 3

March 9

11 VCAL Literacy

Continue working through individual checklist of
incomplete tasks

Tuesday 15th March

2022 Fire Season
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving
life. Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code
Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. Where
possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and SMS
message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm
the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide
you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This
is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to
note that:
•
•
•

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.
As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children. For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the
Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night
before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as
fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, and reprioritised any maintenance works
that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
What can parents do?
•
•

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements
in the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with
us by reading our newsletters and by checking our website. http://www.dmsc.vic.edu.au/ or Facebook
page.
If you have any further concerns, please contact either Sally Klinge (Principal) or Charlotte Pyers
(Assistant Principal) at the college. 5389 1460

•
•
•

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a
coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education
and Training website
– see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:
•
•
•
•
•

https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)
Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

